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letters 


Dear Broadsheet, 


You asked for specific cases of discrie 
mination against women, and I would like 
to cite two: 

|. women (rerardless of financial or 
marital status) are not permitted to 
become members of the Auckland Trotting 
Club, although the powers-trat-be are 
mite bappy to accept a membership fee 
for two or three vermanent "guests" as 
long as a man is the "official" member. 
2. Nhile attending the recent Law Con- 
ference beld in Christchurch, I was bor- 
rified to learn that my husband had been 
co-opted to play cricket at a place 
called "Valley of Peace" where no women 
bave ever been allowed since 1910(or 
taereabouts). Had I bad transport and/ 
or bad the slightest idea of how to 

got there I would have gone =- as I have 
not been able to uncover one single 
reason why women are not permitted on 
this ground. It seems to be purely a 
sex discrimination which bas been carried 
to absurd lengthse 

Hoping these instances (which both made 
me furious’) are the type of thing 
you're lcoking for, and I'd also like 


to say bow much I enjoy Broadsheet = 


keeo it coming. 


Diana Hoole 


De-r Broadsheet, 


Most interested in your editorial 
in October issne, and in particular 
certain comments made by Mr Muldoon, the 
ratuous pomposity of which stuck in my 
gullet, and I cannot let them go 
unchallenged, or without some attempt 
at clarification. 

Let us examine one quote: "I think 
women are delightful as women" (good,he 
likes us} But no — here comes the 
crunch) "and the moment they cease to 
be women they become that much less 
delightful.”! Whot could be meant here? 
At what point do we cease to be women? 
If we have a hysterectomy, pass through 
the menopause; if we try to think,ask 
questions, dare to argue, want our own 
money; what could Mr Muldoon's criteria 
be? Could we cease to be women the 


coment we cease to titillate bis emotions, 
stavter bis ego, stimulate bis sexuality, 
cater to his delight? Can this man truly 


be trusted to understand and meet the 
recds of today's young woman, let alone 
our older sisters, who have presumably 
quite passed the "delightful" stage? 


LuoOnie Bozinovitch 
1.O.W. member 
Papatoetoe 


contents 


This month Broadsheet looks at some 
families who have made a successful 
getaway from the ‘usual pitfalls of 
darkest domesticity. Read our report =- 
it might give you some idease 


In our editorial Beverly Barron, a PbD 
student in psycbology, takes modern 
marriage apart and doesn't manage to 
put it together again. 


Other articles: Judy Warbam advocates 
communal living; Ann Bebrens reports 
on the work the Palmerston North group 
has done for single mothers; and Toni 
Church reveals the truth about the 
Brothers Grimme 


Not to mention letters to the editore, 
group reports, and 'Kicking Against the 
Pricks'. 
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CASES OF DISCRIMINATION 
AGAINST WOMEN 


P broadshect F 


4s the sociology textbooks never tire of 
printing out, couples are more free to 
Bwose their partners than ever before, 
ie differences in age and culture are 
less marked, the busband recognises the 
independence of his wife's demands, they 
gre able to separate more eaaly if they 
fo desire, they may share housekeeping, 
thild-care, leisure activities, and the 
afe may even work! In fact, claim 
ociologists and marriage manuals, the 
ern husband and wife are so equal 

lat marriage today can be termed 
eualitarian" or "egalitarian". 


Wciologists consistently fail to discuss 
a of the legal differences 
between husband and wife that come into 
tifect woen the marriage contract is 
lignede This contract is considered to 
£ freely and equally entered into by 
Wto busband and wife, yet does the 
en really know what sbe is about to 
am” 


htil 1891 in Britain, a busband had "by 


lw, power and dominion over his wife, 
nd may keep ber by force within the 
wunds of duty, and may beat her but 

Wt in a violenv or cruel manner." 

he brutality is still present but in a 
wre subtle form. The "right" of the 
wsband to "insist" and the "duty" of 
te wife to "submit" bave not disappear- 
«from the law. The legal responsib- 
lities of the wife are to live ina 
ime established by ber busband, perform 
lbmestic chores, and care for ber 

usband and children. The busband is 


ing of sexual pleasure usually clings to 
the conventional notions of the broader 
relationships between tbe sexeg.Masters 
and Johnson's work bas not been felt in 
these marriage and sex manuals, most of 
wbich could more aptly be titled "How 
to get to a man's heart through his 
genitals." The traditional "double 
morality" was invented by men for their 
own selfish purposes and still exists 
to deny wives the freedom men enjoy. 


In the field of egual pay and 
opportunity, women acquired the chance 
to be educated end havea career about 


the time when the nuclear family replaced 
the old extended family where the woman's 
task was lessened with help from domestic 


legally entitled to his wife's services 
nthe bome and as it is wifely duty, 
the cannot be paid for these services. 


e return, the bustand must provide ber 


ith "basic" necessities". He decides 
here the family shall live and if hbe 
leides to move and his wife doesn't go, 
le may be charged witb desertion. She 
as no legal right to bis cash income 

pr any legal voice in spending it. 

he supporter-dependent relationship, 
erpetuated by the law, extends into all 
pheres of the wife's life, even to the 


xtent of determining who ber friends are- 
tually the wives of her busband's friends 


itt the continuaticn of the friendship 
king subject to his whims anddesireé. 


] 

omen bave been granted the"right"to 
xperience sexual desires and bave these 
esires satisfied but always with the 

an calling the tune. The proliferation 
f literature pertaining to the increas- 


LY 


servants and relatives. The demands of 
bome and family made it impossible for 
women to compete with their male 
colleagues who were not burdened with 
the daily routine of bome-makinge 
"Where are the female geniuses?" — the 
answer is that they are busy servicing 
man and most have little time to fight 
for better working conditions or 
develop their own talents. The saying 
"behind every man is a woman" is not 
without substance. (e.g. Mme Matisse 
kept house and ran a millinery shop 

so that her husband could be free to 
paint.) 


The Women's Liberation ethic stresses 
that it is the birthright of all buman 
beings to decide the course of their 
lives but until tbey come out from 
"behind every man" this basic right is 


l 


al 


moadsheet interviews people who are 
Tying alternatives to the conventional 
nclear family. 


inny and Richard have been living 
gether for nearly a year. Although 

Wth regard their relationship as a 

ing term one, they have been looking 
auto the idea of having some sort of 
Grriage contract specifying rights and 
ties with regard to housework etc. as 
wll as what proportion each owns of 
tually acquired property. Richard has 
ten married before, and bas experienced 
tle bitterness that can arise when it 
mmes to dividing possessions. They 

kve discovered that in New Zealand it 
illegal to bave any sort of marriage 
wntract without being legally married, 
à tha best that they can do is set up 
me sort of partnership with regard to 
property only. 


ichard has recently had a vasectomy, 
unusual step for a man in bis twen- 
tes with no children. He and Jenny are 
btb absolutely certain that they would 
tver wish to have children, either with 
eco other or in any other relationship. 
k bad no problems in getting a vasec- 
tay, because, as Jenny says, they knew 
tte right people! .. in other words, a 
inpathetic psychiatrist and doctor. 


i 
| 
Eira. aus Adira 


fathy and Gerald's marriage bas evolved 
from tbe more conventional situation of 
tusband working and wife at home with 
he Children to a relationship where 

all areas of activity are sbared. 


Setween them they run a bookshop 

although Katby does not see ber involve- 
cent in running it as long term. She bas 
been attending University but is not 

vet sure in what field she will make her 
career. 

xcept for wasbing (Gerald's) and dishes 
snd cooking (Kathy's) bousework is done 
by whoever is home. Kathy is mainly 
responsible for the care of their two 
pre-school children although they attend 
a nursery three bours a day. These 
jomestic arrangements are flexible and 
sre changed to meet new circumstances. 


They both bave more free time during the 
week to pursue personal interests than 

the average parents. However, Kathy looks 
forward to the time when sbe can devote 
all ber energies to a career as she feels 
she is only operating at quarter strength 
aa the moment. 


ternatives 


Some months ago, Josie, a solo mother, 
advertised for another woman in similar 
circumstances to share a flat with bere 
The response was much greater than she 
expected, which proved to her that many 
more solo parents would prefer this 
type of living arrangement if thoy bad 
the contacts to be able to do s0. 


Rebecca and Josie found a three bed- 
roomed flat near the city for $26 a week. 
Toe girls are in a similar position: 

they are both young (22 and 24) and 

each bas a child just turned two. They 
are both separated and neither receives 
any regular maintenance for the children- 
Rebecca gets none and Josie gets some 


very infrequently. 


Rebecca is now finisbing a course at 
training college and her son attends 
the creche there. Josie works three 
days a week with a city business firm 
while ber daughter stays with another 
family, and works at home sewing on 


other days. 


The new arrangement bas allowed them to 
live in better surroundings at a cheaper 
rente They share the housework and in 
the evenings the child care, as they 
babysit for one another when needed. 
Perhaps the main advantage however is 
tbe companionship for the child, and of 
course the adult company for Rebecca 
and Josiee They say the set up works 
very well for them and recommend it to 
otber solo parents. 


_- 


siternatives 


Four months ago ten people bought equal 
suares in a large old bouse in Ponsonby, 
with the intention of setting up a 
commune. Some of them were active in the 
women's liberation movement, and it was 
their intention to put some of their 
ideals into practice. Broadsheet 
visited them to see how their plans 

were working oute 


iben we arrived the population of the 
commune was one married courle with a 


pre-schooler, one couple with a legal 
separation, one childless married 


couple, one single woman with a baby 
and one other woman. One of the inten- 


tions of the commune was that people 
suould not live in monogamous pairs, 
but this bas not really worked out 
partly because some bedrooms bave to be 
shared, and partly because it is not 
that easy to shed inhibitions. 


Housekeeping is divided by a roster 
system. Some problems arose at first 
because the men had different ideas 
about bow much bousekeeping needed 
doing, but since the women were 
determined not to do more than their 
fair share, they bave lowered their 
standards to meet the men's. Child- 
minding is not so equally shared; it 
tends to devolve more on the parents 
than the others. During the morning,Ross, 


father of Damon, aged three, and Bronwyny, 


the solo parent, stay heme. These two 
would ratber spend a little less time 
with the children than they do. At 

other times whoever bappens to be around 
minds the children, but when it comes to 
jobs like changing nappies, it is more 
likely that one of the parents will do 
it. 

Ixcept for housekeeping and house 
maintenance, money is not shared. The 
main reason for this is that everyone 
bas different ideas about what they want 
to do with any spare money. Ross is 
supported by bis wife, Fern, who says 
that she is repaying bim for the time 
tbat he supported ber when their child 
was young. Bronwyn supports herself 
with a part-time job and some money from 
the child's father. 


On the whole, the commune works well, 
although perbaps more stresses would be 
placed on it if there were more children. 
Most who live there have bad first-hand 
experience of Kiwi suburban married 
bliss, and find their new arrangement 
infinitely preferable. As Fern says, 
"You have to try to live women's liber- 


ation" @ 


Christine and Samuel are both 25 years 
old, have been married for 3s years and 
bave one I9 month old son. Both work in 
the same office. Previously Christine 
bad been unemployed until the son was 

4 months old, then a part time teacher 
(6 hours a week including travel) 

until he was 8% months old. Since then 
she has been working full time. 


The situation differs from most in that 
neitber person particularly wants to 
work, owing to other interests (writing 
and painting), so that before they found 
the jobs they are doing now, which they 
find rewarding in themselves, they had 
more or less taken turns to earn the 
money. The only reason they are both 
working at the moment is in order to 
Save money to get overseas. In the 
future they envisage a situation where 
busband and wife will alternate as money 
earner, to give each the freedom to 
pursue his or her own aims. Neather 
partner bas any careerist or material 
aims apart from artistic ones. 


They both share domestic work at present, 

but they still find themselves doing work 
wbich suits their conditioning, so that 
Christine does all the cooking and 

washing. Samuel does the rest of the 
housework and other tasks. Christine gets 
the child up in the morning, while Samel 
baths and feeds him and puts bim to bed 

at night. They bope to gradually work 
towards a situation where all tasks are | 
equally shared, so that no ore person 

has to do all the cooking, washing etc. | 


Financially things are arranged equally = | 
they bave a joint bank account and make 

all financial decisions together. They 

find it easier to save if all money goes | 
into the one account, whatever the dis- | 
parity between their personal income at | 
any one time. They find this works well 

and see no likelibood or changing the 
arrangement in the future, even if it 
happens that one person ends up support- 

ing the family for a long period of time. 


As far as their child is concerned, they 
feel they are very fortunate in baving 
an excellent 40 bour per week baby~ 
sitter, who loves their child. He is 
extremely bappy, and shows no "neurotic 
symptoms". If be seemed at all unhappy, 
they have decided tbat they would not 
both work at the same time, but would 
take turns to earn. It seens likely, 
unless they settle for some time in one 
place and find a good person, that this 
will be the arrangement for most of the 
time tbey spend overseas. 


R 


alternatives 


peere 


Te Cochranes — Robert (30), Elaine 
(29) and Anna (5) live in an old bouse 
inthe country about 35 miles from 
Auckland. 


io long after Anna was born, Elaine 
realised that she was not temperamen- 


tally suited to child rearing: she 
lescribes herself as a non-creative 
berson and says she found a full time 
me environment depressing and un- 
simulating. When Anna was 2, Elaine 
taught part time at secondary school 
voile Anna stayed during the day with 
à near-by family who also bad a 2 year 
ld. Robert was teaching full time until 
me end of the same year, when they 
leciaed that it would suit them better 
if Elaine worked full time and Robert 
stayed bome where be could spend more 
lime painting. 


t first Elaine did part of the cooking 
md houseworx, but gradually the 
Ntuation bas changed, and for quite 

jom6 time Robert bas been doing ali 

he cooking, 90% of the washing (all 
achine-washable clothes) and all the 
ousework. They share a casual attitude 
waras Cleaning and tidying and Robert 
ays Le does only the basic essentials. 


Anna's eyes, Robert is definitely 

be traditional mother figure. He helps 
er get ready for school (and earlier 
be creche she attended several hours 
day), makes ber lunch and takes her 

0 and from school. He is the person 

e turns to for food and attention, 
wile Elaine finds Anna seeks special 
pprroval from her and is usually 

ster behaved for her. 


lext April Elaine will finish a 35 
fear training course at the 

wychlatric hospital where sbe works, 
ind eventually intends to do social 
irk in the same field. She earns 

bout 99% of the money coming into the 
wusebold. Robert does relieving 
aching very occasionally, but at the 
ment the money be earns from his 
ainting barely covers the cost of 

be materials. j 

daine and Robert agree that their 
rangement suits them both very well, 
uid say that many of their friends are 
ascinated by and often envious of the 
ife they lead. However otber people 
te not so approving. Robert says that 
bose people who regard painting as a 
bby think be is having a long 

dliday and Elaine is being a martyr in 
“pporting bim; an attitude which 
Muriates them both. 


” 


Although they are strong minded and 
largely unaffected by social attitudes, 
Robert still feels guilty if Elaine ig 
exhausted after a bad week at work, and 
Elaine says sbe would feel very guilty 
if Anna ever sbowed signs of being 
unbappy because of the situation. But, 
apart from occasionally needing 
confirmation that "daddies do look 
after kids too", Anna is a very inde- 
pendent and well adjusted child, and 
ironically her present ambition is to 
be a mother and bave lots of children. 


Fg SERRA 


Susan, a teacher in ber late twenties, 
has a nine year old son. She left her 
husband wben the baby was a year old, 
went to live with ber parents, and 
resumed ber teaching career. Her motber 
minded the child bile she was at work 
for the first year, and she later shifted 
to a rented house and sent Robert to a 
day nursery. He was unbappy there at 
first, but later got to like it, and she 
feels tbe experience bas done bim no 


barm in the long rune 


Since Susan left ber parents’ bouse she 
bas tried staring accommodation with 
various girls without children, but 
they bave often been unsympathetic to 
the problems of a solo parent, and find 
it bard to tolerate the usual mess and 
noise a child makes, which is ironical, 
since they usually intend to bave child- 
ren later on. Sbe feels that an ideal 
set-up would be to share a bouse with 
other solo parents. 


Money bas not been too much of a worry 
because ber job is well-paid (she does- 


n't see bow some solo parents manage on 
low incomes), but sbe resents the fact 
that ber ex-husband seldom contributes, 
even though she bas hed him taken to 
court for not keeping up with the 
maintenance. Apparently be shifts jobs 
frequently and the Department makes no 
effort to trace him, and since he is 
(theoretically) voluntarily paying off 
arrears, she cannot get an attachment 
order. 


On the whole sbe is contented with her 
present way of life, but things would 
bave been harder if sbe had not had a 
good career and aggressive personality. 
One of the great advantages of being a 
golo parent, sbe says, is that there 
are no arguments about bow to bring 

up the children. 


natives 
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Nick and Penny bave for tbe past seven Early in their merriage Liz and Bill 
months been sbaring their old Ponsonby found that their relationship was not 
villa with Sue and Brian. This flourishing witb continual daily contact. 
decision was made because they like eaoh Four years ago they tried keeping 

otbers' company. With five children(four separate establishments and found that 

of tbem pre-schoolers) the emotional this, for them, ie the ideal way of CO= 


demands made on the mothers during the existing happily. Initially Liz lived in 
day can be great, but the women felt the family home with their one child - 
the greates~ advantages of the system while ber busband took a flat nearby. Sbe 
were felt by tbem and the children. began to teach and employed a person 


Company during the day time, especially twice a week to do bousework and help 
for Sue, whose bugband works long bours with child care. Liz and Bill saw each 
at a hospital, and an increased tolerance other three or four times a week for 

of the demands of other people were the lunch, dinner or the night. Bill bad 
main benefits they felt they bad gained. Catherine, their daughter, for one night 
And for the children, while each had some a week. She looked forward to this as 
adjustments to make, learning to co- her special night by berself with ber 


operate with each other, increased con- father. 
fidence, and the opportunity to relate This unusual relationship works so well 
to other adults wero seen as enriching for them that on a couple of occasions 
experiences. Tbe only difficulty they bave gone back to living together 
experienced by the adults was coming to as a family only to find that the old 
terms witb the noise created by five difficulties arise arain. 
children. Brian finds this particularly k 
difficult, since be is at bome less anà Barlier this year tboy tried living 
is not as involved in the day-to-day togetber with anotber family with whom 
living of the bousehold. they were friendly, on a small farn. 

| There was no formal organisation in the 
The major burden of child rearing and running of tbe bouse but looking back 
housework falls on the women who regard Liz sees this as a fault. Differences in 
their daily activities "like going to child-rearing metbods were the main area 
work", Both women bave, for the time, of conflict. The otber couple did not 
given up their own pursuits (one pied like what they saw as Liz's inability to 
o e A ihe ho cope with tbeir children. Difficulty was 
om t Pe — b@uCare,.0 a also experienced in the sharing of personal 
RE ron, wane SVO LS ji property. All felt obliged to sbare as 


filling. While others might see in this total sharing was intended when the two 
situation possibilities for freeing the families began living together. But they 
women to some extent during the day time 

to do other things, Sue and Penny de not found it bard to see possessions whioh 
babysit for each other as they feel it they prized being misused. Liz feels it 
is unfair to leave one person in charge Would be better to dispose of all 

of four pre-schoolers. personal property before band. 

Liz and Bill are now looking for a 
block of land where they can again set 
up separate living quarters. They hope 


Both couples stressed that such an 
arrangement bas only worked for them 


because each family was stable as an to bave a number of units on the land go 
individual unit. They maintain the other people can come and stay or live. 
identity of each family by separate In this way they can maintain their 
family outings in the weekend and by individual privacy and freedom while 


keeping bed-time as a time for the 
children to be alone with their own 
parents. 


baving others close for company woen— 
ever it is needed. 


Sandra Coney, Hilary Haines, Kitty 
Wishart. 


à belicve communal life is‘the only form 


O! living which will finally enable women f 


vw Cast aside the tedium, and drudgery, 

O! housework. It will not only allow 
wen freedom from housebold slavery, but 
also free both men and women from the 
economic bondage which our present 

sclety imposes through the way the 
mclear family lives. 


Once vet free from the bonds which chain 
ber to the kitchen sink, woman will be 


alle to take ber place in society, to use E 
ter abilities and creative powers at work É 
add at leisure. We will have less subur— f 
ban neurosis, less damaging: reletionsbips É 


with our children, more time to explore 
many wider fields of knowledge and to de 
mre relexed in relationships between 

tbe sexes. 


one will be the many barassed, untidy 
women who now dash through the housework, 
vben cope witb their husband's and 
stildrents needs and demands, and often 

3 job as well. Gon’ also will be the 
present ever-increasing problems of the 
solo parents woo cope with pressures so 
ieat there ia neither time nor money 
enough to manage, and who can have little 
or no social life of their own. 

mbat kind of ideal commune should we be 
striving to set up as prt of New Zealand 
life? What will it replace? Let's take 
à look at a typical Auckland street with, 
sey, a bundred bomes in it eee We 866 

100 houses, requiring 100 mowers plus 
operators. We see 100 women slaving over 
100 stoves, Sinks, washing machines, 
clothes lines, vacuumicleaners, irons, 
datos, etce At the weekend we see 100 
zen weshinss 100 cars outside 100 garages 
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Woo benefits? Not the consumer, and 
least of all the women - only tbe manu- 
facturer and employer. 

One alternative to the bondage of this 
consumer merry-go-round is state-built 
multistorey apartments consisting of 
bedrooms, a living room, facilities to 
make snacks, sbower and toilet, with 
full batbrooms for each floor, dining 
rooms at ground level, competently 
staffed end operated; child care centres 
on the premises, leundries, cleaning 
staff, evening child cevre stewards for 
e:ch floor for parents! leisure bours. 
All staff employed this way should be 
paid in accordance with their useful 
contribution to society, not on the 
present basis of profit making produce 
Real liberation will not be achieved for 
all women until residences of this type, 


and digging 100 gardens. All these people or something similar, are available. 


are thorough.y conditioned to multiple 
duplication of goods and to the time and 
soney consumed in obtaining and maintai- 
“ting theme 


Equal pay and job opportunities are only 
the very beginning of the battle, and one 
should not lose sight of this when out 
lining our manifestos for women's 
liberation. J.A. Worbam 


soming Events 


CA Stadium 

luckland 

5-16 September 1972 

United Women's Convention" 

0 commemorate the 80th Anniversary of 

men's Suffrage 

ims: 

) to raise the status of women in New 

ealand 

) to discuss the roles of mojern women 
) to consider ways of belping women to 
ope with their changing roles 


~~ 


4) to further cooperation among wamen'gs 
€roups and individual women. 


Tbe Convention is sponsored by the Auck- 
land Workers Educational Association 
(WEA), a widely based organi s:tion which 
provide: adult educational vrogramies on 
a broad number of subjects, in cooperation 
with women's organisations throughout N.Z. 
The Planning Conference will take place 
on Feb.l7. Cherry Raymond is to be 
Convention Director, Toni Church Con= 
venor, and each women's organisation in 
the major centres of N.Zewill ve asked 

to send two elected delegates. 


sone sk 


ngle Mothers 


PAL. MERSTON NORTH WOMEN'S LIBERATION Once we bad gained all this knowledge we 
tur movement began in November 1571, and felt confident enougb to present our 
fron the beginning we were determined we group to the public. A printed leaflet 
sust be an ACTION group in order to was sent to doctors, welfare agencies, 
impress and to convert the public to tue crecbes, etc., offerin, the following 
ideas bebind women's liberation.Commitees to the single mother: 


vere formed to research and act upon Friendship and sympathy 

certain topics - child care, abortion Hospital visiting especially during 
daw.reform,.family plenning, and th’ "husbands only" time 

single or unnarri ed ootber. Teh O DO OI OTe ree, ee AA 

Cbild Care 

Baby er ales clothing and maternity 

I have three aims in mind in writing this Information on lezah,. medical and 
Grticie for Broadsheet. financial rights ~~ 


pln—To achieve a change in public atti- Coaching in school subjects. 
‘tudes towards the single motaérs—————-——-_— Se eee ere carne 


22 To achieve legal changes which will 

»innrove the status of the single mother. 
3. To asek sak readers il t0oy~wourd -cen—. 
sider setting up a group such as ours 
in their own 2reas. 


i 


Invitations to speak to various. organi- 

CC ™"patione--and -a.radio intervi« ew were 
used to gain support and mad rarte- - 
that we need to involve the ie con— 
munity if we are to get the chang HO 
want. So some people bave donated wWings, 

We use the term "single mothers" rather others are knitting donated wool and 


tban "unmarried motbers" because this others are involved in child care and 
was suggested by an Australian single accommodation organisation. 
Eposhorte group and partly because tbe From tbe beginning we were aware tbat the 
latter title is a negaiivo cra. We > single pregnant women and the single 
feol too tbat the single mother bas mother needed to be well informed on 
problems peculiar to herself in cou.ipa= their rigbts but this information was 
Tricon with the widow or separated difficult to obtain and many must find 
motber. Tbe term "solo parent” it bard to understand. With the help 
shields us from Knowing tbese prob- of the City Council we beve had an 
lems. information booklet published. The 


Social Welfare Department encouraged us 
hero. This Department bas also proved 
Our committee on single mothers is a its willingness to work with us especially 
large one and includes some angle in finding accommodation for those who 
mothers. We began work by reading any- bave nowbere to lives 
thing we could find on the topic but 
realised the Society for Research on , 
Women in New Zealand Report on Unmarried ån excitin,- contact bas been made with 


Mothers 1968 was the most useful. the Australian Council for the Singls 
Reading revealed that all single mothers Mother which suggested we turn our 

bave the potential to be good mothers organisation over to the single mothers 
but material circumstances often do not *eemselves so making it a self help 


enable them to reach this potential. organisation. We agree that the single 


Pacilities available to the single mother mother is the best person to understand 
ìn our city -— Salvation Army, Birthright, and handle the problema facing other 


etc. - wore then investigated and these single mothers. This suggestion from 
investigations advertised our existence. Australa is now one of our aims. 


Hita considerable frustration we managed Ann 
to untangle ber confused rights in regard pe ggas 
to social security benefits. 


This work revealed problems tbat require 
greater examination e.g thet a pregnant 
woman of under 20, who bas presumably 

the same expenses as a pregnant woman of 
over 20, is not entitled to the same 
amount of money. Laws such as these 

must be changed. The right of the single 
mother to keep ber child must not be 
impeded by confused knowledge and inade- 
cuate facilities. 


” anne 


I bad been thinking about the negative 


conditioning of women, and bow pervasive 
it is in our society, so I picked one 
children's fairy tale, entirely at ran- 
dom, and did an analysis of ite The 
one T nicked w. s "Snow White and the 
seven Dwarfs", and by the time I had 
finished I decided that, for women, 

toe story is far more subversive and 
dangerous than a book like Mein Kampf. 


rst of all, the Stepmother: stepmotbers 
are always evil and rotten in children's 


literature. No wonder children bave 
difficulty accepting a stepmother: for 

she is always evil in their imaginations. 
Now the mirror is the catalyst for the 
adole story, and this is very appropriate 
in our society. A woman's entire destiny 
IS bound up witb what she sees in the 
rror. If she sees in there what 

society considers to be beauty, she will 
zt a good man" — that is, one with 

status who will maintain or increase 

ter standard of living. If she sees what 
society considers to be ugliness, then 

she will not -nly feel inferior all ber 
life, but will be regarded as infcrior. 

S5 this mirror is rightly the catalyst 

in the story, for it is when Snow White 
surpasses her stepmother in beauty that 
all bell breaks loose. Here our impres- 
slonable little readers learn that one 
mst not only ve a peerless beauty to be 
top dog in the female world, tut one must 
de the unsurpessed beauty, the most 
beautiful of ALL to be a beroine. And 
foodness, of course, is linked only to 
unsurpassed beauty; nobody p.ties the 
stepmother for being so bung-up on her 
looks that she will murder to remain pre- 
eninente We all understand exactly why 
sbe flips her lide It is because step- 


now white as 


mean, bow could you EV R bump off the 
most beautiful girl in the world? It 
simply couldn't bappene So, his courage 
turned to jelly by the sight of her 
exquisite helnlesaness and beauty, he 
lurcbes back to the wicked stepmother 
with an animal's beart instead. This 

1s not so inappropriate because now we 
have the touching scene with Snow White 
left in the woods. Please note that in 
every fairy tale or nursery rhyme the 
beroine never does a damn thing. She is 
never an actor, she is always acted UPON 
by circumstances and, of course, by that 
prime actor, the hero. 

So she, being utterly beautiful, and also 
utterly stuvid and belpless, wanders 
around in a daze — but sbe is belped and 
guided by throngs of eager little ani- 
mals who are also bowled over by hber 
ineffable beauty. This leads us to 
conclude that Snow White is perhaps 
dumber than dumb animals. But anyway, 
they lead ber to a cottage which turns 
out to be a housewife's nightmare. It is 
inhabited by seven crummy, lazy, untidy 
bachelors - and naturally, ance she is 
a female, 


beautiful ones, are suited to housework, 


she turns to and cleans u: this bideous 
pigsty of a seven-bachelor pad. We all 
know that women instinctively do housework = 


it comes down in the genes — so naturally 
Snow White KNOWS how to do it, even 
though she bas never lifted a finger up 
till this point. Somewhere in this dumb 
stupid ty of beautiful women lies 
dormant an eager efficient housewife. 
The dwarfs, of course, are engaged in 
fulfilling the capitalist dream - digging 
for diamonds. The product of their 
labour is of no earthly use to anyone 
really, except as a means of exchange in 


motbers are so wicked and because physical the market place — but they go off to 


beauty is so outrageously, so cruelly, so 
insanely important in our society = 
particularly for womene 
3 the stepmother tries to 
set rid of Snow White — 
and note the name, which 
symbolizes innocence and 
inblemisbed chastity. In 
fact,frigid chastity - but mm ef 
to t's o.k. That will keep es k 
er virgo intacta till te LEIO 
Mis 


“* 
ns 


Mince arrives witb bis $ 
wedding ringe 
ut the bunter who has à Qu os 


been paid to bump off . Se X £ 
Snow White can't possibly ES ETs 


lo it —- I e < E- 


their labours extremely checrfully with 
all those HIHO HIHOs every day. And who 
wouldn't with a clean house and a hot 
meal to come back to? 


and only FEMALES, even exquisite 


pexjst Society.- Kodrley & Cederman Urban Women. Society for Research on 
domen. 34.50 

The only collection of recent 

facts and figures on New Zealand 


Alieter Taylor. 32.95 approx. 
An examination of New Zealand 
attitudes to male/female roles. 


Women. 
Patriarchal Attitudes. Fires ee , 
Sphere. 31.25 E Sexual Politice. Millett 


Abacus. $1.90 
Av r bl 
ery readable account of the The first popular work of the 


historic: gg 
MR Pr Ande ranapnent dad modern feminist revival, 
à E now available in paperback. 
Voices from Women's Liberation. Tanner 


| © 81.90 
suggest these for pras mo ma of writings by 


19th century and present day 
feminists. 


christmas 
MS magazine. $USQ9 per yoar. Dearer 
Women's Suffrage in New Zealand. Grimsbaw through shops. Well worth the 
Auckland U.P. money e , 
The only full aistorical survey of 
the fight for the vote in New Broadsbeet $1.50 per yeare 
Zealand. = = 


Dialectic of Sex. Firestone 


Paladin. Approx. $1.70 
This powerful work by a young 
radical American woman will be 
available in paperback early next 
year. Order now. 

host of these books should be available 


in good booksbops all over the country 


Snow White is now really in the manure, with her poisoned apples = and note that 
and from my point of view, witb THIS deal it was an apple that sent Adam and Eve 
she's got, I would gladly eat a poisoned cut of the Garden of Eden, and it was 
apple any day. She is an unpaid labourer the woman's fault in that case too. 

with no bolidays, no overtime, no tenure, Well, you know the ending. Snow White 
and no worker compensation fir injuries is out cold preserved under glass like 


on the job - a typical bousewife, only some choice banquet DISH for the prince. 
worse. It is, of course, essential for Only HE can bring ber back to life, only 
these men to be about three feet high HIS~kiss will do the trick. 


so that, although they are perfect pigs And so our passive, good, beautiful, 
around the bouse, there can be no sus- utterly stupid female heroine lives 
picion of sexual contact between Snow happily ever afterwards, only through 
White and the seven dwarfs, because she the activity of the male. 


must remain virgo intacta for the Prince. and after you tell girls this same story 
Now try to imagine this story if these in about 7,562 different ways = is it 
seven men bad all been six feet tall. so very surprising that they end up 


Anyway, along comes tbe wicked stepmother believing it? 
Toni Church 


> 
TIO at a e 


Cut 


an article in the latest issue of 
Consumer! dealing with vaginal deo- 
dorants complains about the objection- 
able advertising of this commodity and 
motes a New York psychiatrist as 
saying "While fostering an overt 
message of a feminine 'sexy' woman, 

the implication of need for such a 
spray conveys a message of woman as 
being dirty and smelly — extremely 
damaging to a woman's sense of self." 


Consumer! recommends a good old rub-a-= 
dub with soap and water as being much 
cheaper, just as effective and less 
likely to cause irritation. 


le bear residents of Martin Crescent 
held a party to celebrate their 
victory over Tinytowne No comment. 


another gem from our increasing collec- 
tion of Muldooniana: We read that Mrs 


Muldoon always agrees with everything 
ber busband says. Sexual politics? 


Hilary Haines 


Shirley Chisholm, the first black woman 
ever to be elected to Congress states: 
ur society is just as anti-feminist 

as it is anti-black. As a member of 


both groups I apeak from personal exper- 


ience. For me, being black bas been 
less of a handicap in politics than 
being female. 

Still I face those sickening innuendos 
that I'm just a woman in a man's job, 
or that I'm too masculine because I 
epeak up and fight back. 

yomen can rise above this kind of thing 
ond take their rigotful place in public 
service only if they have confidence in 
their own resources and expertise. 


Freezing workers at Whakatu kave cost 
tbe works $264,000 so far because they 
refuse to work with women on the 
eviscerating tables. Apparently they 
feel that handling sheep guts is not 

a fit job for women. 


A friend tells me her busband vomited 


the first time he changed a nappy into 
which bis son bad defecated. Another* 


severely depleted the nappy supply in 
bis household by putting all soiled 
nappies in tke rubbish tin rather than 
wash them, while bis wife was in bos- 
Petal. 


nomen. the weaker sex? 
en TT 


xi ng against the Oric AS 


Quotes of the month: 


huldoon "Have you noticed how the 


ugliest ones always have the loudest 
voices?" How old hat can you geie 
They wore using that sort of tactic in 
the 19th century when women were 
fighting for the vote. I guess 

we're all supposed to rush bome and 
smother our faces with Max Factor and 
start sewing sexy little numbers and 
practise sonaking in dulcet tones. 
The funny thing is Rob bimself ise 
striking proof of the validity of hia 
argumento 


N-rshall "All true New Zealanders have 


played Rugby ." I wonder if lirs M plays 
the game. 


Holyoake "Why should housewives be 
included in the Compensation Act? They 
don't earn anything, therefore, in the 
event of an accident they bave notbing 
to lose." 


otatua: bousewife 

Job Specification: On duty 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. No bolidays or sick 
leave or retirement age. No pay and no 
compenaation in the event of accident. 
No thanks. 


National really does come up with some 
crackers. 


DUFF RAGETT ES 
WHO HAVE NEVER 
BEEN KISSEO 


Ly 


Nineteenth century anti-suffragette 
postcard. 

Many letters have appezred in the daily 
papers from women who are no longer 
taking remarks like those quoted above 
lying down. Keep it up} "They" must not 
be allowed to forget that 50% of the 
population is female. 


A visitor from Australia was accosted by 
a man in Queen Street who grabbed bold 
of ber breasts and sid "That's a fine 
pair you've got there e." and more 
remarks of an obscene nature. When 

she elbowed bim out of the way and told 


him wbere to go be retaliated with "You're 


just a bloody slut, anyway." 


sandra Coney 


oroaasheet report 


Women for Equality 


Women for Equality have been working on 
their Women's Liberation display, to be 
beld in the Auckland Building Centre 
during the last week in January. We are 
planning displays on Equal Pay and Factory 
Women, Abortion and Child Care, the 
History of Women in New Zealand, 
Children's Liberation and the Future 

and Ultimate Aims of Women's Liberation. 
We are ordering books and film , and 
planning a creche, There is lots of 
work to be done, and if anyone is 
interested in belping, or bas any bright 
ideas, come to a meeting! 

On Guy Fawkes Night we held a bonfire 
at 8 Winn Road. We burnt an effigy of 
Muldoon and sold sweets, drinks and 
sausages, and beld a quickfire raffle. 
We raised some money towards the 
Building Centre Display and bad a bappy 


nighte 
Auckland Womens a beld one Play Reading of ‘The 
Liberation Doll's House! by H. Ibsen. We bad a 
— — l barbecue and beer before we read the 
KnowHow play, which made for a congenial night. 
About tbirty people bave completed a We decided to read tbe play once more as 


course of lectures given by experts from tbere was so much to it and we felt we 


the VD Clinic, Citizen's Advice Bureau, would appreciate it even more on a second 
Youthline and Family Planning, KnowHow reading. The next play we want to read 
is open from 4~Sp.m. Tuesday and Wednesdayi® ‘Lysistrata’ by Aristopbanes. 

and Saturday IOaeme—Ip.m. Response from Several of our members showed Women for 
Equality's support for the Northcote 
women who were evicted from their 
day-care centre on Wednesday 8 November, 
A public meeting will be held shortly to 
discuss further action. All child-care 
centres in New Zealand can be threatened 
by this type of action. 

We will inform Women's Liberation groups 


young callers has so far been slow but 
this was expected. It will take a while 
for word to get round. The "Star! and 
'Herald* bave had articles on KnowHow 

and ‘Thursday! magazine gave quite good 
coverage. TV's ‘This Day! has 
interviewed us and posters are being made. 


le are talking to groups regularly and when the public meeting will be beld,and 
are about to embark on some sessions to hope to get your wholebearted support. 
brush up our public speaking so more Our meetings are held at 10 Ponsonby 
people will be available to speak to Road, Ponsonby, on Monday nights at 
schools, women's groups etc. 7-30 peme Anyone is welcome. 


Broadsheet takes up a lot of time for 


many of our members. We still need help 
with typing, art work and SELLING. N.O.W. 


Groups — you can get BROADSHEST for Now is concentrating on getting women 
10 cents and make a profit selling it. interested in what politicians say - 
Individuals — there are many places you not an easy jobe But many women have 
can sell the magazines — work, friends, made contact witb candidates and found 


play centre, meetings etc. It sella very out how enlightening this can be. 
well and is especially useful for people Some few candidates bave shown an 
woo otherwise have no other contact with appreciation of our aims but both 


Women's Liberation. If you can help major parties bave not yet realised 
phone Rosemary Ronald 689494 or write that women are voters. Obviously 
45 St Andrews Road, Epsom, Auckland. feminist groups beve much to do in the 


we meet the second and fourtb Tuesday of next three years. During the next few 
each month at Flat 1, 25a Princes Street months we intend taking a new look at 
at 7.30 Peme For more information abeut ourselves and our aims before we plan 
our group phone Sandra Coney 687887 next year's campaign. 
Sharyn Cederman 74974 For information phono Deirdre Milne 
(evenings) 689682 or write NOW Box 2946 Auckland. 


Nelson 


NELSON ORGANISATION FOR WOMEN'S RIGHTS 
meets fortuicghtly in various houses. 
Members bave spoken to groups such as 
DSIR, colleges, the Institute of Manage- 
ment on the Women's Liberation Movemente 
Offers bave come from members to belp 
staff a fulltime day nursery as Nelson 
provides only a shoppers! creche. 
Approaches bave been made to prospective 
candidates in the coming; elections on 
Nqual Pay and the Accident Compensation 
3211. Protest letters and telegrams 
were sent to the House. This together 
with "Letters to the Editor" on abor- 
tion plus talks to various groups basg 
raised the consciousness on these 
patterso / 

A panel discussion beld in September 

was very successful witb approximately 
sixty people attending which encouraged 
us to bold anotber meeting on marriage 
in October. 

72 Washington Rd, Nelson. 


Dunedin 


Tbe Dunedin group recently won a court 
case wbich arose from their protest at 
the Miss New Zealand cmtest in Junee 

"It was clear that the demonstration 

was not aimed at the contestants and 

we bad no intention of preventing 

patrons from attending; our aim was 
mainly educational. A patron eee 
took it upon bimself to seize our 

banner and bit some of use We brought 
charges and ...- be was finally brought 

to court on October 9; and after bear- 
ing witnesses for about three bours,the 
magistrate convicted the irate and 
unrepentant patron. Lest we think he 

is an isolated example, a father of five 
told the magistrate that, had his wife 
not been therc, he would have done the 
same thing as the accused, who never 
tbougbt we were serious in laying 
charges. In fact, the police tried to 
dissuade us at the time. The defence 
lawyer said that it was only a storm in 
ateacupe But we resent sexual 
exploitation, we will go on denouncing 
it, and we don't think protesters 

should be assaulted. Should people 
conclude that we will forever turn the 
otber cheek? 

We bave spoken to many groups recently, 
but may reconsider the whole matter of 
speaking to men only groups. The Cargill 
Round Table audience was particularly 
rude and did not seem to realise that we 
never beg to speak to them but are 
invited. We keep boping to reach a few 
woo might bave a wife or daughter, but 
it may be just a waste of time. We would 
welcome opinions on this. Since Jaycees 
refused to create chapters for women, we 
think we should refrain from speaking to 
them in the future. Our Introduction to 
Women's Liberation is still on sale for 
20 cents. 


Dunedin Collective for Woman, 


Classified Ads = 25c per IO words. 


advertisements 


WANTED 

A couple to rent a large double bedroom 
in commune trying to live out Women's 
Liberation ideals (e.g. both men and 
women do the housewoxk and cooking etc). 
The rent is $10 a week. The bouse is 
in Freemans Bay. 

Please pbone 769-560 if interested. 

We also bave a small single room in the 
same house for a man or a womane The 
rent is $4.50 a week. This room may only 
be available for six months. 


Women's Liberation 
T. Shirte for Sale 


Coloured sbirts $2.50 
White shirts $2.00 
Coloured singlets $2.00 


Women's Liberation motif and 
lettering screenprinted on them. 


Women's Liberation 
Badges for Sale 
5 different colwurs. 
For T.Sbirts and Badges Phone 769-560 
Address: 8 Winn Road, 
Freemans Bay, Auckland l. 
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broadsheet. 
SUDSERIPBIONS 


=> 4150 


20 cents each 


to; 48 StAndrews Rd, 
Auckland ,3. 

NAME: 

i ADDRESS: 


PHONE: 


tá Commencing month 
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| f could sell extra copies oF proadshert a 


41A 


+ 


